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PARACHUTE

preciable. probably will not hurt you until you near the
extreme. (Like above 10.000 feet , or 120° F and over
250 Ibs body weight). The variable that really
becomes significant is wind. A litite goes a iong, long
way. If you relate back to the vector analysis offered in
the portion on maneuvering, you can see that extend-
ing the horizontal vector quickily stretches the hy-
polenuseé which represents your actual Impact,
speed, and angle. Surface winds in excess of 15
knots of 80 pose a special probfem to be discussed
later. It at all possible, you should attempt to land fac-
ing into the wind, thereby reducing your ground
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speed by the forward speed of the canopy. Do not,
however, become so intent on an “upwind landing”
that you "ding" into an obstacle that you could have
avoided by turning downwind. A face fuli of cholla or a
barbed wire neck tie is a high price to pay for a few
MPH reduction in ground speed. Consider your situa-
fion carefully. The ability to steer the parachute
canopy is an extremely valuable asset, but only when
utilized property.

Another factor bearing heavily on landing impact is
oscillation (angle of the dangle). {f you are on the
downward swing of the oscillation as you impact the
ground, considerabte force can be added. You witl hit
like a proverbial “ton of crap,” usually at an awkward
angle to boot. This should be impetus to make the 4-
line release so as to minimize oscillation. It also
means that you should cease steering or violent slip-
ping wel! before ground contact as these maneuvers
tend to induce oscillation.

Water Landings

The secret of safely landing in the “drink" Is PRE-
PARATION. If you do not have fiotation equipment
ready when you splash down, you may end up in Davy
Jones' locker. Get your LPUs infiated before you get
to the water.* The survival kit should also be deployed
— this will, hopefully, inflate your life raft. Carefuliy
open canopy release covers, if applicable, and pre-
pare to release the canopy on impact with the water.
Do not, however, cut it loose before your feet are wet

— depth perception is extremely poor over open
water. Unsuspecting souls have been known to cut
away hundreds of feet in the air, thinking they were
Just about to hit. A belly flopper from a couple hundred
feet can really smart. If you jsttison your canopy
quickly after entering the water, you won't be dragged.
If you do get dragged, remember your water survival
training and drag on your back, bent at the waist and
tegs apart. The whole thing is a lot more fun if you can
breathe. Generally. the only time you will get dragged
is if you are physically incapacitated or othenwise una-
ble to release the canopy. If by some remote chance
the canopy falls over your head, do not dismay — you
can easily breathe under it or even through it if
necessary. Don't let claustrophobia spoil your
chances of survival. The biggest problem is entangle-
ment «— just be deliberate and untangle yourself.
(Remember — follow a seam to thé skirt of the
canopy). Water makes for a nice soft landing, but can
produce serious complications. So be prepared.
Tree Landings

Trees are a fairly common proposition in emergen-
cy parachuting. since much of the worid's land mass
is covered with them. They are frequently a good
place to go in combal, but f you don't watch out, you
may get a "sharp stick inthe eye" or a lower orifice. If
you're sure it's “ireesville,” there Is some advantage
to dropping your survival kit just prior to going in. it
will preclude your kit from "“hanging up” in an inac-
cessible place — perhaps leaving you dangling by
the lanyard. Discard your oxygen mask and lower
your visor. Caver your face with your hands. Unless
you want an unscheduled vasectomy, keep your legs
together — tightly! If you can, back into the trees.
When you're securely hung in the tree of your chaics,
gather your wits before you make any moves. Make
damn sure you are securely hung! If you don’t have a
lowering device, you may be able to swing yourseif to
a limb or the trunk of the tree and climb down.
Whatever you do, be careful. It would be a shame 1o
survive the jump only to get class-sixed falling from a
tree!
Power Lines

High tension power transmission lines occasionally
have a way of creeping in between you and the
ground. They pose & definite threat, especially in ur-
ban aréas built before the age of underground utility
linas. If there are wires in the area, do your very bestto
steer and avoid them, for there is a good chance of
getting zapped. Unavoidable power lines are best
negotiated in the streamline positicn — hands and
arms extended up inside the risers, feet together. The
trick is to slip through without shorting out a few thou-
sand volts. Good luck, for if you don't hang up your-
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LASSICS
from the

LASSROOM

This classic has beenh publishved in several magazines pre-
viously, including TAC ATTACK, but it's good enough to run
again. The author taught school in Ballwin, Missauri, for seven
years. Prior to that, he taught at Gallup, New Mexico, and Jetfer-
son City, Missouri. With an interest in aviation, Mr. Dunn often
required his students to write theme papers on the subject. He
provided portions of these student papers to the editor of Boeing
magazine where they were published for the first time. —ED

by Mr. Horald Dunn

Did you know that the firstlady
aviator was Kitty Hawk? That
Roger Wilco Invented the ‘“lan-
guage of communication?’® Or that
one of the chief by-products of the
aviation industry is going places?

This informatfon has been
gleaned from test papers and eg-
gays during the 11 years that I’ve
taught elemerntary achool young-
sters,

Kitty Hawk and Roger Wilco
may have their admirers but
Baron Von Richthofen, the German
ace of World War I, has also come
in for his share of adulation. A 10-
year-old girl summed up her feel-
ings like this: “‘In a uniform or
not, Baron Von Richthofen was a
dashing figure.”

22

If history repeats itself, it
usually does it with some unex-
peoted twists when grade-school
pupils tell the story:

‘gpinning jennies were flyifig
Jennies that did not work.*’

“Poople talked about flying in
balloons for centuries. Finally
there was enough hot air to get
them off the ground.”’

QUESTION: On his first flight,
how long was Wilbur Wright inthe
alr?

ANSWER:. I'm notsure, Five
feet something with hig shoes on.

One of the fringe benefits of
being an elementary school teach-
er is the possibility that the next
paper I gorrect will contain a
wrong answer that is twice as

witty and delightful as the right
one, When members of the grade
school set turn their attention to
men notable in aeronautics,
youngsterisms seem to come as
thick as# chalkkdust. Three ex-
amples;

“‘Euclid thought out how to
make gecmetry help peopie tofly.
He was born in the 3008 axd died
in the 200s. That is another thing
he thought out how to do. He thought
out how to do it by using B.C.s."

“Charles Lindbergh is the
most famous person In flying
history and so are the Wright
Brathers.*’

**The Wryight Brothers made
their first flight in1203. 1903 was
really in the 20nd. century hut
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LETTERS

whole mess had to go — MERs and all. The bombs
obviously couldn’t arm remaining on the MERs, so
would be ineffective. On the other hand, we could
load them armed. Relcase would require using our
tank jettison circuitry. Of course, no gunsight existed.
_ The entire mancuver was an outstanding episode of
ingenuity and a little bit of chicanery. Again, with all
the various fighters and associated Sierra Hotel jocks
Jinking about Osan in those days, this imaginative
F-106 configuration was a welcome Kudo for those
of us who “steered the Dot™ to glory.

Capt Thomas M. Messeit
4501st TFRS
MacDill AFB, FL

Editor:

After viewing the mystery airplane photo in the
“Letters” section of the TAC ATTACK. December
issue, I believe someone has done an interesting job
with photo modification or sheet metal work to the
actual aircraft, which is an F106. If this is so, will this
be a regular feature?

In the interest of safety. please don't bite your
tongue while it is stilt in the cheek. Remember,
WEATHERMEN DO IT WITH CRYSTAL BALLS.

Paul R, Mason, SSgt
Det 5, 3 Wea Sq (MACQ)
England AFB La

Editor:

Your photo of an unidentified experimental
aircraft in Letters (TAC ATTACK December 1975)
brought back memaries. The flying machine display-
ing a multi-mission capability was none other than
the F-106T (T for Tactical). This superior aerial
weapon resulted from R&D work done by members
of the 31 8th Fighter Interceptor Squadron, MeChord
AFB, Washington. The project was accomplished
while the squadron was deployed in 1968 to Osan
AB, Korea in response to the Pueblo Crisis. The
deployment represeated the first “over-the-pond™
utilization of F-106 inflight refueling capability.
Once at Osan, the squadron found itself thrust into
solid TAC territory and surrounded by F-4's and
Thuds. Not to be outdone, resourceful members of
the 318th installed MER's and MK-82's on the sleck
F-106. For a brief peried there was chilling fear
among TAC residents that ADC would take over
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their mission; however, the T-model was not a “buy”
and TAC remained secure. The original 106-T did
not sport the tail turret configuration, and | strongly
suspect that one of your artists may be guilty of cxer-
cising exuberant imagination. Incidentally, tail pro-
tection was unnecessary on the F-106, in that its
ACM capabilities rarely permitied aggressor afrcraft
to atiain six o’clock advantage.

GERALD B. HURST, L1t Col. USAF
Commander, 834th CES
{(Former Six, Thud and Deuce Driver)

Our artists claim that they, 100, need tail protection
and deny taking advantage of artistic license, Perhaps
ifall Delta Dorques had il turrets, they would know
what's happening behind them —ED
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A NEW FEATURE FOR YOU IN TIG BRIEF

FEBRUARY 1976




TAC

thru DEC

1875

TOTAL ACFT. ACCIDENTS

MAJOR ACFT. ACCIDENTS

AIRCREW FATALITIES
TOTAL EJECTIONS

SUCCESSFUL EJECTIONS

OTHER UNITS

33 TFW 136 ARW

127 TFW | DET 1, DC

31 TFW 135 TASGP

56 TFW | 182 TASGP
’ 126 ARW

MAJOR ACCIDENT COMPARISON RATE 74.75
(BASED ON ACCIDENTS PER 100,000 HOURS FLYING TIME
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